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Main Argument: In this reading Omi and Winant put forward their theory of racial formation, which they define as the process through which ideas about race are created and transformed over time depending on the socio-historical and political moment. 

Context: Omi and Winant contextualize their work by asking the question “what is race?” They historicize race by engaging in a discussion of colonialism and how, when Europeans encountered non-Europeans, especially folks that physically looked very different, the question of whether there was one form of humans or multiple arose. Omi and Winant discuss how religion and science served as spaces where these debates took place. In terms of religion, specifically Christianity, Europeans wondered whether the people who they encountered through colonization, who they desired to enslave, take their lands and resources, etcetera, were human beings with souls. Science was also used to explain the new developing power relations. Scientists engaged in the classification of humans, creating ideas about race in the process. This was also used to rationalize developing power relations where Europeans oppressed others. 

Key Concepts (definition, examples [if applicable], significance):
· Race
· Definition: Race is a social concept that was created during colonization and that is changed over time depending on historical and social pressures. It helps organize society along particular lines. However, even though it is constructed by society, it has real material consequences. 
· Examples (if applicable): One example that Omi and Winant provide is the story of Susie Guillory Phipps. She grew up and lived her life as a white woman. However, as an adult she realized she was classified as “black” on her birth certificate because of a 1970 law that required people who were 1/32 “black” to be categorized as “black.” The court ruled against Phipps arguing that some form of racial classification was necessary to comply with federal requirements. 
· Significance: In this case, although Phipps was classified as “black” on her birth certificate, it didn’t have much of an impact in her everyday life. However, the idea of being categorized as “black” and being associated to what this means was enough for Phipps to go to court and argue against this designation and distance herself from blackness. It is also important because we see how the legal system participates in creating ideas about race. In this case, the court randomly chose 1/32 of “black” blood to be classified as such. 
· Racialization (I ALREADY DID RACE, SO I AM NOT GOING TO DO RACIALIZATION, RACIAL FORMATION, OR THE RACIAL STATE)
· The Racial State


